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Jes aid,"Whe tle behel las boudt ait al hs ovn,
hegesahad bthen, andcheskep fdov hin
beaus hg knav hs de’

Jbn 14

our cripture, lworderif they lave ag menng b uws, here inthe edly part of the 2 ceriury.

We ae so fa avay from the pastord environmert that spavnedthese netgphors. The closest
we géto a Ambiseitherin a peting 20 or les bengny, at he nmeatcowunter of the gocey gore.
Jesus firs heaers hadexererncedsheg ard hee herding personally. $me ofthem rad €ivedas
shephedsin theiryouh. Today, nog peode,nat atall

I ncreaggly, asmuch aswve lave a geatnimentl atacimentfor the may $iephed imagesin

As you know, @/ve ben trying to print a fine art image of
our cripture exts on the frontispiece 6 our buletins What
- | had found out a couple ofars ago was that the irea@f
- the Good Shepherd ar¢gher very old—mosaics and iant
' frecos that don’t reproduce well, or else gangupy
imags from the 19 and 28 centuries. | know you know
the image that Im talking bout. You havdesusitting
typically ona iockat dik on a keauiful day dresed
. impecably 8 a Jewish amstrat, not the rough peasant he
was his bead reaty rimmed flawks in, anothemwordly
expression on hface, wth a flock of plad, docildambs
gaherd aound hisfeet

Tha isaur Good Skeplerd, but it hasno relatonship to the
shegherds d old, and weare much the poorer that we've lost
i the realty of a meéaphor that had wiversal aml personal
rdevance  Jasus’listenes. e rea thesescipture &xs,
and wethink we knowvhat theymean, but ware

= nostagialy ms-remenbering ©mething we neverhadan

P adegae, acurateinkling d in the irg place

! Easter 4 Cycle A: Psalm 23; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-28; John 10:1-10.



It is no coincidace that shepherd ineay is often assiat@ with deth. | was visiting the modern-
day rermant of an old farm in Howard County, Mayland, severa weeks ajo. A tenant faamer has a

large flock of sheem@ goats, more famhesemakingral alloving busloads of grade-school
studentgo traipse outrbm the exclusive schools in the country to encounter some semblance of
what areal farm might look lik@ur hog, the owner of the landx@ainel that there werepair of
nesting bald gées in the aredlewborn lambs, very smailtlave&, were idal targets for the

eades, who would qukity swoop downral carry the infant lambsawfor a gristly death.

Thisis the nature ohgep haling, and it has ahys been theature of sheep herding, evue the
anciaet Near East, the source of our biblical anadt was dangerous foetsheep,nal
excuciatingly lonely andexhausing for the diephed. Youweee repongble for a fock o animabk
who had no rntaral instinct foself-potection, and @re therefore potential victims for every
predator and ament of nature that could comet of nowhere without notice inmeoment of
inattention. You ha this exactly in our prayd the dayreflecting both realignd the 23 Psalm,
“You know yaur sheg by nane andeadussafely hrough he \alleysof deah.”

Jesisundetardspreciely he ratue ofsheg herding n today’sgopelreadng.He asociates
she@ heding wth dangerandthiewvery. He urdegtardsthat ezenwithin a @gited heegfold, darger
lurked for thelseep. It is a wonder that withaf the grim realities of sheep herding, any of us
could romantice it in anyfashion.

However, there ae two aspects of Jeus’teaching tha | want us to @nsider this maning. The first
is hisreflecton thathis lanbsknow hsvoice.Thatis thatJlsis asshephed, hasa pesonal
relationship with eaand evey lamb. This peosal relaonship extends thé godhed—the God
who creted us, and the God who renesel us, the God who sanctifies each of uargvia a
pesonal relatonship with God, God who knowsou nare, aal who protecs andwathes over
ead of us—each of us individuallypeloved retanship. God will allowone of us to get lost
God hasall of usin his9ght. This relatonship used b be clarerto usin an edier day wenwe
understood baptis as a “christening” service-savice in whitchildren wee not only baptizk
bur addtionaly gven a ramethat heywoud be alled pr the reg of ther lives—the ramethat
God has written “on the hollow of his hand.” Thigflected todain the fundamerntst religions
that understand that owlationship with God is personal. That teachihigh | belige is correct,
comesou of Jesus reflectonsthat we ae ore wit our God in a elatonship of individual, peisonal
salvation.

But the £cad paint | wantto male hado do with this nation of the irdividual Whle we eale

have gersonal relationship with God, | want us also to consider what it means to beegart of t
flock arotherway ¢ understarding he Church.As| hawe fidbebre, ;me d the apedsthat
digingushesChiigtianty isthat t is at ts be$, a conmunitaiantheobgyandexpeierce.

Church—the ghered people of God, God'’s flock as it were—is at thiedfi@éhat it meas to be
Christian. Weab experiene salvation indidually but there is nothing deifent about it for any

of us. Oursalvation is a salian of perfect equality. God dorot aise angf us above the rest of
us; God does nddvve ay of us lessr moe. Jesus patied a salvin in which b of us are
members of hilock, his community of faithful beliewéAnd there wano upward limit to the
number of perns that could be a memla¢ ksus’lbck of those whose salvation he gaured.
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So, dispel anyotions you gt haveof the Good Shepherd and sheep herdirigathasacchime
and romanticed. Rather, see through the gooey filter to the neal; core of this ost impotant
of Christian thedogies.God is ou Skephed, but this s aGod who is nusallar, resilient, tireless,
and personal. God has atrefeship with each of us, but God is also a keeper of a flbd-us
together, united under God’s watchfakgmd protection and lov&hisis a shepherd worth
following.
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