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Whie Jesus was blessing themewdmvithdm
and as aried up ittheen And teywaoipd him,
andreturned toudatemvith great joy.
Luke2451,52

oit. Anyore andeveyore wto haseverled eerbea caneced b smeore elg, eer

reared aluld, eve taught a cks—in short all of us—musat times sind out of the waynd
letthose wio have leenin our chage,those wlomwe have leenregpongble for, gooff on ther
own, makeheir own decisions, make thewvn mistakes, be their own persdins a fact of life
and rdationshp. Thetruth is tha Jesus,
himself, knew that his time had com
and he must depart this earth. His
andmisson wee canpleted.His
followers hadtheir ownwoik to do, a
world to evandee,a church to build,
humanity to tedc Jesuw/as being
caled elsewhe, back to the r€ator
who gae life ad energy to the
cosneos. Aslong & Jesisremaned
eathbound, the apatleswoud gayas
close to him as chicks to a mother
Jesisnealedto letgo,andleting @
woud only be accmplishedby hs
departure. Hencéhe Ascension.

gents nmust a it. Teahers must doit. Ministas must doit. Gererds nust d it. Friends nust

We hae two different actnts ofthe
Ascenrsi in this norning’s readings.
One might try to harmonize them, b =N 1
they reajll are two different sties. In P — ——
Acts, Jesuseems to be bOdI|y lifted LEﬁlvor Dali. Ascension. 1958. Oil on canvas. Private collection.
into the ky a a purneyto heaen,a

journey to God. In Luke, Jesdilsssedhe apostles, and therthwdraws fom them, as he had done
at leat ®veral timg after hisesurection. That both of thessersions were written by St. Luke, and
they don’t describe the sanaerg the same wanake me snte alittle bit, as a biblat theolo@n.

It is acue © me that Lukeis nviting s to orm our own impressia of wha the Ascason is,

! Ascension, Cycle C: Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53.



leawng the atual cetailk shroudedin mygery. What we krow isthat &sisretumedto God, andthat
istruth erough.The cetaik are lagey immaernal

On of my teachrs, friends, and mentoisretied Episcodabishop John Shelby Spong. Heytd
me peaclng am wejot off a quck nate to eachotherevey o often.One of Bishop Song’s
friends was noted astiomer Carl $@n. @rl Sagatalked often wh Bidop Spong about relag.
Saga wanted to Heevein God, but he couldn’t gpast the lsepticism of his &ining a a scientist.
Saga talked hout the Ascension with disbelief. He thedrihat if Jesuascended from earth, and
traveéd acehe @t gong 4 the peal o light, that n two thousandyeas, ksiswoddn'’t have
eventraveéd keyond the canfinesof our owngalay, much ks arived aryplace ek, sichas
heaen.Saga'sliteral inderstarding d the Ascersion, in fact, wasan mpedimert to Sagars belef
in a poweul, transcendent Godnd the divinity of Jesus, Godts. What this poignant stor
teachs usisthat we mugt be irvited nto the sory of Jesis aserson not asa lteral eentthat we
can dscribe with factual reportadraher, we must undeéamnd Jesugascension as one of many
myderies the exactdetil of which ae begord our knowing and undetarding.

Thatiswhyl hawe alvaysbea canpelled b Luke’saccaint in his gogel ratherthan hs gory in
the Acts ofthe Apostkes.l am degoly touched by Jesus’blesang of his gostles a they took one last
walkdown a road theknew so wél-the road fromerusalem to Bethany,lase subur. Jesus
blessed them, and mereithdrew—a transporbotGod in heavebeyond our sense of time and
gpace kas followeis wee joyful in their havng recevedtheir Mader’s blesing, aml theyretumed
to Jerualem to wait the HolySpirit—sully not having cluan the world whithis neant.
Howeve, he had opeetheir mindsd the meanirgjof he scriptureand his teaahgs and the
exampleof his life and the time theydhspent together. “You ar@&nesseto these things,” les
told them. Go back to Jerusalem aad,funtil you have ben clothed wh power from on high.
(Luke 2448 49”

Yes, the Ascension is a mystery, but wiheduatiful, essential mystery it is! ,Jestis God and
human krew hathe reecd b withdraw ifhisteachngsweee  take oot. He knewthat e nedeal
to withdraw, so that his followerscluding ourselves—could build Kiagdom of God on the
foundation that hehal laid. Jsus kew what every teacher, parent, gened, frierd, and lover knows:
that we must give @aother the space to do wiage know & must, what we @ bea taught to
do, to fulfill God's plan Pr us for the hunanrace for the wald, for the Kingcom of God.

And hee isthe bet patt of the nydery. #£s15 indea, hasazerdedto be wified wth God in
heaven. But this is aother truth encompassedn the mystay of the Asersion. Jesus fas nd left us,
at dl. He sright here, ight with us, inthe hee andnow. He isasclose asour ownheats. He isas
close by aithe next person we meet, o] wehelp. The bediful, awe-inspiring, transcendent
mydery ofthe Agerson isthat £s1shaswithdrawn—not atall
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