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“God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation,
to save those who believe.”
1 Corinthians 1:21b

0 frequenty. | wodd invite allof youto corscioudy gart noticing he rumber of crossesin
ou woid. Unlesyouare hdedupin a tent in the widlemes somewtere, Iwoud dely all
of usto try to erd a coss-free @y in
the normd courseof our busness,
pleasire, diving,andshopping. We
wea croses around ourecks, on our
lapds, on the bumpers of ar crs,
behind our cash raiste's, o our checks,
on our key rings, platéy the side of
roads as memiais, on the coveof
books andma@zires—the It is
staggering andhéless. fis does not
cownt the cossesin our homes ®ceted
in our pursies or wallets, carried in o
pockets, used as bookmarkers, and t
subjects of endledsodling whe we’re
bored at a méag or while wee on the
phone with dew moments topsre. If
we ae to celebratefaast caltbthe |
“Tri UITph of the Cross” we haveto first Graham Sutherland OM, “Crucifixion,” oil on board, 1946, Tate Gallery,
. . London.

admt that yes indeal, the coss, asan
imagehaswon Thee isi't a ymbol in any @ our livesthat autranksin pure onnage the rumber
of crosseswith whch we’e sirrounded.

Cossesale eveywhere. I’'snat jud thatl sperd a bt of time h churches, © thatl see hem

To that end, it's amixed blessiry. If we sav—redly looked da—even asmdl pecentageof these
croses, and aaally thought of Jesusthe same moment, then | would say the proliferation of

! Triumph of the Cross: Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 98:1—4; | Corinthians 18-24; John 3:13-17.



crosseswasa gmd thing. Howevrer, | think the atual Wiquity of crosseswe eownter eachday
malesusblind to the pwea andimportarce d the ¢oss asa veualremnder of the git we have
receivd from God, through hisah, Jesu€hrist. Byond that, | wondevhether the cross with
which ve suround ourslves are rather used likgpoad-luck-charm, something likelggious
rabbit’s fooor lucky horseshoe. lo many instansewe’ve ret@ted theross to an express of
superstion. | know this isrue in many Irish hoekolds—and | have talmit it is tue in my
own—in whit a cross isung by the front door and over one’s bed to ward off the power of
demonic spirithe Iri were conwmced vere afoot across the land. In fact, tha isanted to
hedge thie bets because thelt@ecross was an amaigaf both the Chrign crossysnbol, and
ancentpreChigian ymiwols. “In Irelam, it isa pgular myh thatthe Celic clioss wasintroducel
to the island by SdiPatrick during hignie conveing the pagan Irish. ik believed thde
combinedthe ymlol of Chiigtianty, a coss, wih the ymlol of the an, to gve mgarfollowers an
idea of the importana# the crosgy linkingit with the ideaf the life-giving properties biet
sun,” the sin havng been worshipedfor aeos bebre the arivd of Chrigtianty to the Enerald
Ide?

Like ® many hings the cossitself hasbea used asa batiegound. Ranancahaolics hawe
graviated b cucifixes wth the baly d Jesusnaledto the wanden cossbeans. Protegarts hawe
instead washipedthe coss unadaned wihout the lody of Chiigt. In my mind, both ae eaaly
legtimatesymiols. The cucfkix to me reflecs the ircanaked,baodily Chrigt, whie a coss by tself
reflects mae the instrument dbrture and oppression. All of this may, of course, reflect more
about my Rman ctholic childhood thamy adult Lutheranhood. | have ¢lrat when Jesus and
Saint Paul—al my sainted Grandmother Katie—admonish us, they tell us to takeragstteand
not to take up aracifix. The figure hanging ovay bed is the figure of Chiresucified, without
the crosgsjust the body itself; ultimately that is what is significant to me: Jeslkfisiuman,
willing o auffer for usto redem s from our daknes, to teachushow to goto the Ightwhee we
find God.

As another point of conflict, many of us make the sign of thenttlossir right hand as a gesture
of prayerandaffirmaton. This expesion, howeve, patticulaly in Protegart Ameiica,wasdeened
too Ramancahalic for mary gad Protegarts, a pint of view thatcortinuesevento this day,

even | uped, amag nemtlers of this paticular corgregaion.

We Giristans, then, arefleavondering—when &/stop long enough to think about it seriously, and
thisisa ®nousline ofthoughtin which al of us should ergage—we Chiigtiansare lef wondeiing,
whatare we ® make @ the coss? Whatdoesit mea to us? Whatdoesseeiry orplacirg a coss say

to us?As Saint Paul is teaofpius thisnorning, the crostself iswhat should bring us togetheneT
cross Yealsin mue elaguene of omething hatrealy hapered—a hstoricalcetitude nh an
uncertain world—on eraggyforlom hilltop some two thousand years ago. Let us reflect on the
cross biefly over the past two thousand yexrs.

We humanbengscreat bkens ard otenimesthes bkensare hose ofdeah, loss, ard heatade.
Late at nght, oftentimesduing the aill of winter, | wodd geal cbwnto the Vie Nam Memaial

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_cross



when | livedn Washington, DC, to stare at the names etched into tegoémite ails and
meditate upon the leesmand dediation of the soldiers who had died, andent the wste of
life, reasire, anl posshility refleced n the ®,M0plusnanesengavedon the $iny dacksurface.
We hae turned the conn&ation camps of Europe—Auschwitz, Begc, Buchenald, ad
others—ind memorials to remind @alves of the many millions of Jews, Gygsissner®f
war, homosexuals, registefighters, and ordinary pens who rebelledjainst the genmte of
their brothers andssters—into place of reveen@ andemenbrance Up the mada bt from hee,
we carvigt Getysburg ard wak the ssmerolling Renrsylvana hlls whee there wee 500
caslaties—deadwouwnded,andmissng—in a snglebatle ealy in lily 1863,the bbodieg day in
Ameicanhigstory byfar, asAmeaicanfought Ameicanto keepthe Urited Satesunited aul to free
our naton from the butal wlines of dawery. Now, we as naibn ae emgagd in a ratonal
discus®n about how to memoriadizhe vibms of9/11 in the most appropriate w&gw seem to
understand that the only wiaymemorializeppropriately all of these personke-¥ictims of the
concertration camps, hebdtlegounds, hewas, ad the wanton ects of volence—and most
assuedly, dditionally the crucifixion of Jesos the cross-is by making @&eand working for
mery aml judice.

The crosss diferent from all these other examples of human eaarad)gt at the same time
woefully thesame The dffererceis ha throughthe cross,and more importantly, through Jesus’
teachmgs and his life, and his sedpsent return to the God who created us ally@e redeemed:
s0 thateveyore wto believesn him may na peiish, but rather hawe eemallife, asve eadm this
mornings gopel And yd, overthe pastwerty ceruries snce &sisredema s, the klling ha
not abated. The 2@entury wathe worsever in terms ahe sheer multitude and magnitatie
killing, for alnog a quater of a bilion pesons peiishedin the 20" certury, he $ak ard gim result
of humanwarandwhim.

“For God s loved te world,” the evargelst John wiites We ca only pray inthanksgiving that

God loves usosmuch, but at the same time, fervagmty that waumans might learn the lesson
andlove eah dhera litle nore—asGod lovesus The ¢oss chalergesusalt ewery ime we
enountera cossin ou lives ard I've aleadyesalishedthat s seveal imesa dayfor all of us we
must ak ourselves “What have ve done personally to lift the coss from eachothers bekagered
shailders?”
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About the artwork on page one

This painting is ane of a saies made by Sutherland in preparation for alarger version commissoned for a church in
Northanpton. The ®urcesonwhich he dew ndicae the way b aw he heme n temms of past pantings, the
individualand recenthistoricalevents. His primaty referencepoint wasMathiasGrunewad’s famouslssenhem
akampiece(illugrated b the kft), in which Chrét is shown angished au blistered;Suteldand dew himself dungfrom
the cdling. He dso referedto recently rdessedphotographs d deal and starving Concentration Camp victims.



