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The &sssail tathen, “Dona beafaid;
go and tell mly followergyto Galilee;
theethg wil £emé.
Matthev B:10

triedto put mysdf into theshaes d those

who expernercedthat first Eagter two

thousand years ago. | haearched the
scriptures trying to peerbehnd the ext to wander
about the things Jesarsd his followersaw ad
felt, what wason their minds, ard what ther
reactonswee, ashey epeilercedthe fory ast
unfolded. Whiawere they thinkingeeingrad
feeling. On the first Easter morg, oncehey got
overtheirinitial corfuson ard fock,aswe ay
today, “Where were th&y My tiying to imaigpe
whatwasgong m hasinformedthe peacing |
hawe dme his Eagertide.On Maurdy Thursday |
triedto sletch out wha it was lke to have Jesus,
whowascaled Lord ard Mager by hs
followels—what it waslike © feel ésuspour waer
over his disciples feet ard thenbahe hemin
tenderness and s®e,while on hs knees before
them. On Good Friday, | wondered in my serm
about the shane of the crudfixion, and how ks’
followers codd try to make sn® ofwhathad
hgppered and who wes to damefor ks’
ignrominiousdeah on the coss.

Thisyear more thaneverin the pag | hawe

And here nowon Easter morning, What thoughtnnibale Carracci, “Holy Women at the Tomb of Christ,”
andfeelngsraceothrough toth ksis mll‘ld, aswell 1585, oil on canvas, The Hermitage, St. Petersburg

as thewomen & the tomb, and then among Jesus’

followers when they beld him amonthem, oncegain, ad he had ken so often befordf?

! Easter: Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10.



Matthews gopel kais mesages nat thathe wil see hemin ruusalem wrere heyhadlas seen
him hangingjfeless on the cresRather, heauld meet them out in the countryside, closer to
home,in the rough hnterlards of Gallee, ® farfrom the ceters of govemmentandreligion that
hadbee the €ere of esus final caysof pasion ard deah. “Go home,” Jesisseensto be ayirg.
“I'll meet you ahome, in Galile Let’s leavéerualem bhind us, where exghing went so sour
Let's go back to where our roots are, wherkfeesd’comfortable na where the surroundingise
familiar.”

Matthews gopeltakesthe extaodinary, aml thenseensto try to domedicae it to make i seem
even dittle matter of coues For mosof us home is where life’s fears sildswhee we ca be the
most elaxed and omfortable Home is, as the old sayinggaehere the hgas Jesusvants to
return b that placef the heart, and to rejoin his companions in the commuridgnined among
hisragtagbard of compatiots. fishemen trademen tax cdlectors, rough @untry folk ard ther
families.“There they will see e, Jesus sgs,“there where thear is cka, and the loudestnoise
comes from bds chirping in the morning, and the mooing @f/g or the bldag of a lamb, or of
the ©und of a caperter hammeling awayn a ough pgeceof furniture ora magerfor a ban.” So
unlike the roise andbustle ofthe ciy.

| know most ofyou by nowand | know wire your rootsare. Matthew seems to say that Jesus
wansto mee his frierdsbackat he faim, with al the mremaiesthat thatentils—memaiesthat
many of you hee personally, meries that are full oights, soundend egn smells. Leaving the
pressof the city behind, & in the hillcountry of Galileelesusan sayhat still needs to be said,
can wap \p the eaclng thatneelsto be ane, anl utimatdy can say a poper goal-bye Thatis
why | cortinued vhatshould have leentodays shorter Easer gogel by readng tvo adlitional
palagapls, whchtalke usthrough b the end of the claperandallthe waya the exd of Matthews
gospel. By doing this, | can giga ¢ sense of how Matthew moves so quickly from thiee®n
to the Great Commission at the end of toig/swith a little plottingna scheming thrown in, for
godad measire, aghe Tempe auhoritiestry to find a wg to coverup ks resurrecton. That

adced cetail, | hope,will cawge atleas some ofusto amile a fit.

We Chigtianshawe male Eater andJksus resurrecion into a tiumph, andl can mderstard that
and don’t wat to take arthing awg from it, particularly becse evenfter two thouand yars, the
crudfixion stil stings. Newverthdess, | vent you to leave & least alittle oom for aserse d that first
Eager asbeng asmple haneoming—ahome®ming nd unlike onesthat you've experiercedin
you ownlife. Homecaningswhee eveything recesaly is atthe ametime,familiar, maybea litle
frayedamound the edjes belovedbe@us ofcorgtarcy aml reguar use. ThomasWolfe, in his great
book, Lok Hameard Ang| understands tha no mater how dfficult and camplicaed our first
homes are, theyeaplace we never lga far behind, no ritar how many miles separate us from
where westared to where erend up. Matthewin his gospel, gives us saof this ame sense, by
having Jesus invoke his home and the homes of his followe@Gdilee; Jesus says to go home
becaise that is where he willehéhem.

And that & gill where &sismedes us hisfollowers hee bday. 8sisfinds ou whee we a8 mat at
home, and thas where he comedloay. Sure, @ ca meet Jesusgity much arwhere, but Jesus
wansto be nog alvein ou liveswhee we a8 ma alve, ard weare ma alve at hatplace cékd
home. Home is whereevare rulers of all that we survey. Home is that\pkman feklike we're
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living inour ownskins. Thatplace wire we ca laudh from the bdtom of our belies, ard weep
without apologyand be omforted by doved oneMatthew has Jessaying to the womeat the
tomb, “Go ard tellallmy bllowesto go tome. Thatswhee | will see hem Thatsthe phce |
most wantto be,too.”

Sowith al the tiumph ard the @geatry with whichwe cedbrateEaser morning, | woud
encourageat of you to go home after church todayl take ayood long lookraund you.
Imagine Jesustsg at your kitchenlbée with @ upteenth cup of coffee or tea. Imaghim sitting
outsde wih yaus on the font porch a the ba& patio. If you are haing a waderful Eager dinner
this atternoon, asmary of youno doubt are, magne ®ting aplace ér him; most of us will always
make room for one more guest at amify featsbecaise hospitality is memportant than a
peffect tade ®ting.Don’t leaveksishee atchuch anong allof the liies, asbeatiful asthey
are. lhdead,male sire yal take dsishome wth yau. Thatisthe phce le emledupthat first Easter
Swnday norming,andthat sthe phce le’sbeea looking forwad to retuming ©, eachEaser Sunday
gnce te ird.

Chig isalive,we fiout thisworderfful Easer marning. esishascone ba& home—atlag, we
should ako say. Hbme where hebebngs wih us his bebved amly.

© 2005: Cornelius O’Farrell, Baltimore, MD



