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For as all die in Adam,
so all will be made alive in Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:22

allowed us fee run of the gardemdabrought to usll of the bestshe had eated and
told usthat we cauld namethem airselvess thatwe caild feel ike co-ownrers of God’s
creation. The gden was not enough for usepty
and grasping humanihgs, so God banishedfusm
the gaden. Sibsejuertly, whenGod gew so
exasperatedit humanity that God sent an efod
to wash all of us ofhe faceof the earth in an tof
ultimate clansing, he sada few righteous souls, and
then tin the havers the mirbow asa pomise that
God’s anger would nevagain lave humaity
vulnerabléo God’ awesome powélowever, for
human being) the beautynd the wonder of the
rainbow wa not enough; we contirtduto try the
paterce ad the mercy d God.

Wen God createhumanity, our Bible says to us, God gave us a bearddul gzod

Whenhumanbengs inour dawelty andmisety ciied
out from Egypt to God to save us, God heard our
prayers, and gaws ourreedom, parting the teas of
the Rel Seaand leding us through the wildernesst
He Qi, “He is Risen ,” China land flowingwith milk and hong givihg us bread for

the journey in the form of daily maramal weer from
the rock. But it wasn’t enough fornasd-headed, self-indulgent hns@ set in our ways and
unable to ield to God'’s gracious indulgerut our fatal flaws. Wagued rad fought among
ourglves, andantinued to worship owwn cretions as idoJdorgetting that God mualwgs be
the center of our daly lives.

! Easter Sunday, Cycle C: Acts 10: 34—43; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; Luke 24:1-12.



So, finallyGod becae human, as born of a woman, lsv@mong us forosne thirty years oos
Thishuman beinghis &sus, taught d®w to better love God and ®ea&h other. This pson
Jesus—fully human and fully divine—cured our ills, fal the nmultitudes wth afew loaves and fishes,
changd common war into the mdsglorious wine ever tasted, anereraised peopfeom the
dead ksusshared wth usa vaon of the Kingdan of God in which every tearwoud be wped
awg, and theich would share their bounty with the poor, and no oo&lwve in vant and
privation beaase all of us would share until everyodebkan wll provided for. But in our
narrow-mindedness, and jealous of our own petty power and prexogativemans saw the
teachng & an nault, upsetting he satusquo. Sowe aresed Eksis tormerted hm physcaly
beyond al imaginng, ®ndemmedandexeated hm with the nog extremecruety, ard cansgred
him to de anong pety ciminals

And wha did God do in the face ofl af thisAVhy God atoundingly, through imss fogaveus
evenashe wasbeng hoised y on the ¢oss. He looked awn at hs Motherandhis bebved
disciple,andtold eachotherto tale cae ofone anther, ard thenhe pomised ;e d the ¢iminals
harging besde him thattogeherthey tvo would bath enkerinto paadee. Ard finally, afer
commending his spirit intbe hands of his loving, gracious, merciful Father,chm diigfillment
and consunmdion of dl helived for and taught us.

After all of this, dd God finally abadon us in effect literally teling allhumanty to goto hel

becaise God had hadkelly-full of humankind’s benigitself-indulgent, willful sinfulnedso,
God dd nat do thatat d. Our God, the Gal o the nfinite number of sacand charces raied hs
Son from he ded on the third day, therebssaring all of us of ougternal liferad salvation. How
can ve bega to fathom thissod of oursand the Son of God whoveg seems to abandon us, no
mater how deelict anddecept our livesar—made e by haperstarce ad our owntormernted
actions? Wia is thewisdan and macy of God that seens to ahere o us, wayward human beings?

| can meke serse d it only by returningto seipture. The prophet Isdah teaches s:

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
s0 are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
s0 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpos,
and succeed in the thing for which 1 sent it.
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,



and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.?

The® ae nd some enpty wads asbeatiful ard poeic asthey ae. h factaslsaiahsays God's
Word goes out, and God alyg succes at what God proposdsaiah was writing gty of job
description foGod in God'’s dealings with us human beings. God has ldointhede thingof
us

Here isthe truth on this Easer marning:We wee ceaed by Gad, just assurely & God creaed al

of the beautyral wonderment of the Garden of Eden. Godensure that we wesafe on the ark
with Noah ard God ledusfrom dawely in Egyd, dry shod through he mted RedSeaGod has

fed us in the wilderness with manna in the desert tardra@ the rock, leing us to a land
flowing wth milk andhoney And utimatdy, God hasrai®d s up, just ashe aied &1s 0 that
alongside Jesuswe @an wiék—alive and full of wiebeing—from the empty tomb, into annrasing
life ofsahation.

We @n neveundertand this wisdom déod. We an only rejaie in God’s mercynd that God
has caught us and widet us go fm his warm embrace. Todag edebrate the &ster of dsus
Christ, the Son of God, who was deadivaho now lies. Today weetebrate th&aster of all of
us al of uswhoonce wee dad,but who now live.

And our only possible egponse isto Sng, abud in tharksgiving ard anazenent, “Alleluia, alkelua,
alelua’
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2 |saiah 55:6-12.



