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And G hagut H thing unde Chistsfetand hasadbim hehad
oerallthng & thechuh, vinid ishisbaly thefulnessd hm whélisallin all.
Ephsansl:2-23

sus had ascended tovesa Now vinat? That had to be the questioerfioost on the mindsf

Jesus followess. After accanpanyng hm for three yeis on the dusty roads of ancentlsrael,

watchng him teaaing and pdorming
miracles; weahing him beingrrested an
scattering in fear and shamataving
him aqudfiedbeween two aiminds;
dealng with dlthe grief his death
entiked;andthen,asasounding & it
was having m at her sde for andher
six weeks or so afteis wondrous
resurection. And nowhe’s gone an.
He cane from nowhere—which is ho
most &wish peoplef the time
dispamlgimglyregadedJsis home in
Nazareth—andnow, he’sdisappeaed
before ther vely eyesBack b nowhere.

Often scripture isaselaquentfor whatit
does't say ador whatit doessay. Wien
youcorsderthe lemyth of the New
Tesament, Jesus’ ascension gets
shortcharged Matthewigroresit
altogeher. Maik menionsit in pasing,
but only in a postscript his gospel that moscholars believe svappended to the gospel long
after it was orgindly written. Jom ends hs gspé dmost nyseriously with thesetantdizing words:
“But there ae als many aherthingsthat &£susdid; if evey ore ofthem were witten down, |
uppose hatthe wald itself codd nat contan the oksthat would be witten. (bhn 21:5)" Only
Luke,of the four evamgelsts, takeskas agerson ®roudy, andwhen weconpase hsaccantsin

Salvador Dali, “Ascension,” 1958, oil on @nvas private collection.

! Ascension Cyde A: Ads 1:1-11; Psam 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Like24:44-53.



both Acts andhisowngopel the raratvesare diferentin fundamental,alnos mutualy exlusive
ways

So the question is why couldn’t Jeslls\Wers bring themselves to contemplate the futiingeaf
Jesusascension to the God who ¢esbhim and brought him baiklife after three days in the
tomb? Why cauldn't they have left us awritten record of events and their reactions and perceptions?
Evenin the epstles the ddeg booksin the Nav Teganent ksis aserson ismertioned aly in
one stort pass@ein Ephesans? Thee, Jasus'ascesbn is cefinedas afulfillment, as if Bsis’
incanaion—in which God be@amehumanandcane davn o eath—could only beconpleted
appopriately ly reveang the tajetory byagserding wherce le care. Moreo\er, ksusteachs that
he musteturn to the Creator God in orderdend back theAtlvocae”—the Spirit of God who
woud be wth usurtil the exd of alltime.

There isa worerful scere inthe o, quirky, counter-cultural novie Harold alhMaud,mack in
197, n whchthe adéesen Harwld gveshis 70yearold femak love ntereg a ing o dgnify ther
relatonship. Mauc tharks Harold efusvdy, andthen umsandthrowsthe iing ina pand, sayiry,
“Now, I'll alwag know whee itis” and she umsandsmilessveely atHarmld. Harold is rightly
appdked and onfused. lis an arrestingane one that at firstfiound incomprehensible. Hoves,
asl’'veaged/l'vegmownto undeistard thatthere ae may tingsthat we pesses that ae invauable
in ou lives whchwe cameerhdd in our hards infact, cart evenlay ar fingeson, ether
figuratively orliterally.

| think Jeas’ ascension is much theng. By returning to God the Creator, Jeaganeveto be
bound agan by timeor pace He freed himsdf of the @mnstrants thet imprison us mee mortals,
andby ® doing,enaltedall of usto live inthe caonfidene thatJesisisneer far awaybu rather
atends evey manert of our lives Like Mauck &ling Haold, we carallsay, ‘Now, I'll alwag
know where &sisis”

Beyand that,just asksus incanaion, birth, deah, andresurrecton showedusthe way ér our own
livesashumanbengs hisagerson prefiguesour ownretum to God. At the vey las, Jesiswas
dill leading and teachng. For ingarce, Ifind the decription of Jesus aserson in Luke’sgopel

one ofthe loveles waysto degribe a hmandeah, eventhough |undeistard there isa lage
differene béweenlesis aserson ard our deahs “While lesiswasblesing them he wihdrew
from them and was carried up to heavéLuke 24:51)" As wmnsider our memies of the deaths
of lovedones it thisabaut the encereg ard gentles way b dexribe dgpature anddeah that
youcan imagne?To jug withdraw fom life andoe @ariedto heaen.Whatan apimagg.

Of coure, it is also helpful for all of wsunderstand that Godnst only our creator, but perhaps
more importantly, everything returns twdGfrom where it cameigRt now, wdive in then-
betwea times—the time betweereation and the ultireg completenity of everything unto God
in God’s final Kingdom and reigratRer than seeing tha-between timesaa no-man’s-land,

2 Therefore it is sad, 'When he aseended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.”
(When it says, "He ascended,"what does it mean but that he had also desaended into the lower parts of the earth? He who

desceended isthe same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) (Ephesians 4:8-10)
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netherhee na there, Ihawe alvayssenin asmare lke God'sloving enbbraceour exstence
betveenthe let ard right amsof the Gal who erwrapsusin mecy aml cae. Asa chid, whrenever
my family v@nt somewhere, | sat on thenfrseat of the car betwemy mother and father. Sitting
“In beweeri themwasa pace & honor, canfort, andsecuity. It isto be loped thatall of uscan

live ou livesasif we & betveenthe Gal who creaed s andthe Gal who redemal s, a pace

too of honor, canfort, andsecuity.

In the fnal examnaion of the aserson acounts, in Acts the followers of Jesisare ld to quit
looking up to heeen. In other words, we mdstus on life in the here and n@and not haveur
head in the clauds or think too much alout heave’s evertual ewads In the \ersion in Luke’s
gospel, at Jesus'thjrresurection, andscension, God sendrgés to herald these momentous
everlts. After Jesis agerson, hisfolloweis worship hm andretum to kusalemwith gieatjoy,
cortinually inthe empge Hesing God. It seensto me hatin thee wo raratves we & peened
with supellative advce o how to erd our ownin-betweentime:focusng onour wolk,
relatonships ard lives hee oneath; rejacing, worshiping,andblesing God.
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